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Introduction -----------------------------------------------The Colegio Hispano Británico
in Lanzarote is a British school
founded in 1976 by Roger
Deign. The school follows the
British curriculum at its core
but has added Spanish Language and Social Sciences as
well as German, French and Chinese to its classes. It is a
founder member of the “National Association of British
Schools in Spain” (NABSS)
which now has over 100 members.

The school is completely multicultural taking in students from
all the nationalities represented on the Island. The
school accepts students from
the ages of 3 through to 18 and
its education is designed to prepare them to study in the best

universities throughout the
world. In practice many of our
students will go to British universities where the school has
great links and experience in
placing them. Our students are
highly regarded by many of
these universities and the
school has been featured in the
Cambridge 800th centenary celebration album as being one of
the best 10 British educational
centres around the world.
The school has extensive
grounds and is situated near
the golf course in Puerto Del
Carmen, Tias. This provides an
idyllic setting for children to
study and develop away from
the hustle and bustle of everyday life. h

Why choose a British School? -------------------------------------------------------------

The majority of parents, who
send their children to British
schools, do so in order that
their children can learn the English language which is essential
to succeed today both in Spain
and the rest of the world. Many
do not realize that the British
system, in addition to immersing the children in the British
language and culture, brings a
host of other benefits that are
not at all obvious at first sight.
The British system has eleven

years of compulsory schooling
and has more teaching days
than they have in Spain. The curriculum, although well regulated, is far more flexible than
the Spanish counterpart. In the
year's equivalent to 4º of ESO
and 2º Bachiller, all students
have independent reviews,
independent of both the School
or College and the Government. This allows accurate and
reliable assessment of the skills
and knowledge of all the stu-

dents in the country.
At university level
there is no country in
Europe that can compare with Britain.
While there are 48
state universities in
Spain, in Britain there
are some 350. Where
there are few universities in Spain that are
good enough to fit into
the ranking of the top
200 in the world, there
are 3 British universities among the top 10 in the
world and many within the top
200.
However, the British schools in
Spain offer much more than
just the British system. Most of
the British schools also add
both the Spanish language and
social sciences of Spain to the
British system. h
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How does the British system work? ------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Compulsory education:
In general the British educational system is quite different
from other countries. British
children start once they have
reached five
years of age on
the 31 of August
of that school
year. Compulsory
education in the
B r i t i s h syste m
consists of four
stages in eleven years of
schooling. Key Stage 1 covers
"Year 1" and "Year 2" (children
of 5-6 and 6-7 years).Key Stage
2 covers "Year 3" to "Year 6” (pupils aged 7 to 11 years). Key
Stage 3 covers "Year 7" to "Year
9” (students aged 11 to 14
years). Key Stage 4 covers "Year
10" and "Year 11" (students
aged 14 to 16 years).
After this stage of compulsory
education it is neither the
school, nor the government
who examine the students, but

be entered into the former British test format know as the GCE
"O" Level (General Certificate
of Education, Ordinary Level).
Historically to pass an "O" Level
you needed to achieve a grade
of A to C (outstanding to pass).
Any score below a C was considered insufficient to continue
with school studies in that subject. Then they opened the
grades D and E to give credit to
students who did not reach the
required level to continue their
higher studies. Today, the GCSE
examination has opened up an
A* grade and further down to F

one of several independent
examining boards formed by
the leading universities in England. These exams do not differ
much between each board of

exa min ers , b u t t h e mo st
renowned one is CIE (Cambridge International Examinations). Another board widely

Southern England.
Key Stage 4 is the most important of all stages as it is the twoyear period ending with the
first independent exams. To confuse matters,
these exams may
h ave d i ffe re nt
names, though
their curricula
tend to be identical. In England
these exams are
called GCSE (General Certificate
of Secondary Education) while
the same exams here are called
IGCSE (International General

used in Spain is EDEXCEL, which
is based in London and sponsored by the Universities in

Certificate of Secondary Education). In addition, students in
international schools can still

and G grade to show that the
student have gained some
knowledge in a subject. To
obtain the Spanish certificate
of secondary education a minimum of 4 GCSE´s at grade C or
above, including core subjects,
are required.
Post-compulsory:
All students in the world typically spend about 10 years,
from 6 to 16 years, learning the
basics of education. That is to
read and write their language,
to add and subtract, and that
the Earth is round. In the next 5
years, two at school or college
and three in unive rs i t y, t h ey
need to bridge
the vast distance between
this basic
knowledge and
the boundaries
of modern
intelligence.
The British sys-

tem is such that in the year's
equivalent to college, this can
only be achieved if the student
specializes in the few subjects
that interest them. While other
students would continue to
struggle with a number of different subjects, Britons can
enter university with a minimum of two subjects though in
practice three are normally
studied. These fewer subjects
are studied at a much deeper
level than in other countries.
This allows the university studies to be shorter and for students to graduate and begin
working at an earlier age.
The two-year pre-university
course is divided into two parts
with exams at the end of each
year, AS (Advanced Subsidiary)
Level at the end of the first year
and A2 (Advanced Level) at the
end of the second year. The
results of both tests are given
points (called "tariff points”).
An A grade in the A2 advanced
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------exam is worth 48 points, whilst
a B grade is 40 points, a C grade
is 32 points, D is 24 points and E
is 16. The same grades for AS
exams are given half the points
of the advanced level. They
have also added an A* grade
with a value of 56 points. Unlike
GCSE, all grades obtained from
A to E are considered a pass.
The "tariff points" are indispensable when applying for a
university place. For example,
to get into Cambridge or
Oxford, a student must pass

three subjects with grades A, or
a total of 144 points. The universities that are less demanding admit students with less
"tariff points." These points are

co validated with the Spanish
educational system. Therefore
a student may also attend a
Spanish university without the
need to take the usual Spanish
pre university access exams
(PAU).
During the second year of the
advanced course, requests can
be made to any university without exception. Applications via
UCAS (Universities and Colleges Admission Service) allows
for several different universities to be chosen. The exams

done at our school are valid for
direct access to any university.
Although the costs of UK universities are partially subsidised for any student of the

European Community there is
still a cost. Students must also
pay for their accommodation
and cost of living but as courses
are usually completed in three
years, it can still be more cost
effective than studying in
Spain. However there is no
obstacle for our students to
apply for university places in
Spain or any other country in
the world while respecting
their own rules for it. Although
our students will normally
apply to UK universities we
have had students who have
gone on to study in several
other countries including
Spain, Germany, Norway, the
USA and Australia. h

A comparison of classes within the British and Spanish systems of education
Age

UK Class

Key Stage

Spanish equivalent

3

Reception 1

1º de educación infantil

4

Reception 2

2º de educación infantil

5

Year 1

Key stage 1

3º de educación infantil

6

Year 2

Key stage 1

1º de educación primaria

7

Year 3

Key stage 2

2º de educación primaria

8

Year 4

Key stage 2

3º de educación primaria

9

Year 5

Key stage 2

4º de educación primaria

10

Year 6

Key stage 2

5º de educación primaria

11

Year 7

Key stage 3

6º de educación primaria

12

Year 8

Key stage 3

1º de ESO

13

Year 9

Key stage 3

2º de ESO

14

Year 10

Key stage 4

3º de ESO

15

Year 11

Key stage 4

4º de ESO

16

Sixth form Yr 1

Key stage 5

1º Bachillerato

17

Sixth form Yr 2

Key stage 5

2º Bachillerato
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What is the Hispano Británico system of education? -------------------------------All countries in the world have
developed their own system of
education, fundamentally to
teach children to read and
write their own language.
Amongst all the languages
there are some that are very difficult and others that are relatively easy.
Chinese is one of the most difficult, as children have to memorise the sound of 5,000 different characters. The Latin languages, on the other hand, are
relatively easy as children have
to memorise the sound of only
27 letters and these sounds
never change when used in
words.
The English language has easy
verbs and would appear simple, but the 26 letters change
their sound in different words
and so by the age of 16 the
spelling of some 5,000 words
has to be memorised. This
makes it a difficult language to
learn in depth. Spanish chil-

dren spend just one hour a day
of 10 years of education to
learn their language, whereas
English children have to spend
40% of the 11 years at school to
understand their own language
well.
This is the system that
we have used so successfully over the last
40 years which ensures
that children are truly
fluent in both languages
The Hispano Británico system
of education amalgamates the
two different systems of education so that both can be taught
at the same time and with
equal success. Mathematics,
Science, Art and Sport are similar in both systems irrespective
of the language used to teach
them. It is very difficult to add
the 40% English component

required to the Spanish system
where as a lesson a day in Spanish can be added to the English
system. Children who learn
under the Spanish system with
the addition of one English
class a day will inevitably
receive too little English to fully
understand the language. However, by including Spanish to
the British curriculum you can
cover the curriculum of both
countries. This is the system
that we have used so successfully over the last 40 years
which ensures that children, no
matter what background they
come from, are truly fluent in
both languages once they leave
our school. Today, the vast
majority of British schools in
Spain follow this type of system. h

Why choose the Colegio Hispano Británico? -------------------------------------------

The school has had outstanding
results for a school of its size.
Our Sixth Form will typically
only have around 30 students
but is still capable of beating
the results of much larger
schools in Madrid and Barcelona. Year on year some of the
best students in Spain come
from our classrooms. This is
achieved without the need for

pre admission exams and with
fees that are much lower than
similar schools in the mainland.
How do we achieve this?
The Colegio Hispano Británico
has many differences from
other schools all of which help
achieve our outstanding
results.
A few of these are:
Ÿ We maintain a maximum

class size of 18. This ensures
that each student has much
more meaningful contact with
their teacher than in a standard
sized class. In our classes every
individual counts.
Ÿ We are able to attract and
keep exceptional teachers.
Some of our teaching staff have
been with us for 20 years whilst
the average length of service
for our teachers is around 15
years. All our teachers know
the school and students very
well allowing them to get the
best out of both.
Ÿ Each lesson is only 40 minutes. The class size allows these
lessons to be really productive
without them becoming too
long and allowing students to
get distracted.
Ÿ Our timetable is redrafted
each year to meet the requirements of each student. Careful
thought is given to ensure that
the right balance of lessons is
provided each day.
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Ÿ Reading tuition begins at
the age of 4 and is monitored
throughout their schooling.
This is a year earlier than in
most other schools which helps
improve the reading ability of
our students.
Ÿ The school monitors the
progress of each student at the
end of each term (and on a
weekly basis for GCSE and A
Level students). This regular
monitoring allows us to identify
those students experiencing
particular difficulties with their
learning and to provide support
where required.
Ÿ From the age of 6 students
will move from class to class
rather that remaining in one
classroom. This allows students
to immerse themselves completely in the subject that is
being taught. It also prevents
students from becoming bored
in one environment.
Ÿ The school is truly multicultural environment where stu-

dents are respectful and tolerant with each other.
Ÿ The school has a friendly
and informal manner where
teachers and students are all on
first name terms creating a family atmosphere. This closeness
between students and staff
allows for strict discipline to be
maintained without it becoming overbearing.
All books, materials and
exams are included
within our fees up to
GCSE level

Ÿ The school has a strong
emphasis on educational and
scholarly excellence. With most
of our Sixth Form going to university students are inspired to
succeed.
Ÿ In many of the academic
years the school runs a two
class system with students

being placed in a class depending on their ability and previous
performance. This allows the
brighter students greater flexibility whilst giving extra support to other students that may
require it.
Ÿ The school uses its 40 years
experience to provide students
with all the support they could
require throughout the university application process.
The school believes in being
open and transparent with parents in every aspect of their children's schooling. To this end the
school has a very clear pricing
policy. All books, materials and
exams are included within our
fees up to GCSE level. Once the
fees have been paid there are
no hidden extras or costs such
as uniforms. The only additional
costs to parents are for food
from our dining room, transport
and A Level exams. h

Learning at Colegio Hispano Británico -------------------------------------------------At the Hispano Británico our
pupils are more than just a number or another nameless child.
The aim of the school is to
enable every individual to
make the most of their abilities
and to fulfil their potential. We
maintain small class sizes to
ensure there is real meaningful
interaction between the teachers and each student. The
whole school has been specifically designed in keeping with
our teaching philosophy and
island traditions. Classrooms
have been built around a central courtyard and are split into
blocks with their own character
and feel. It is a school without
corridors where students can

It is a school without
corridors where
students can interact in
an open, safe and
friendly environment

interact in an open, safe and
friendly environment.
Our students include children
from Spain, Britain, Germany,
Ireland, China, India, France,
Italy, The Netherlands, Switzerland and even Russia. This
makes the school truly international and multicultural.
The education provided by the
school is fully co-validated to
the Spanish system allowing
our students the same access
to Spanish Universities as they
would have if taught within the
Spanish system. However our
students are not required to
take the university selectivity
entry exams like Spanish school
students.
It is our belief that students benefit from studying a wide range
of subjects which will give them
the best possible start in life.
Students attending our school
are expected to sit 14 subjects
at GCSE level. These will include
a minimum of four languages,

maths and sciences. Once they
reach Sixth Form students can
choose from a wide selection of
A Level courses. In the UK students will be expected to take 3
A Level subjects, however
many of our students will take
four or five A Levels. This wider
range of subjects undertaken
helps our students stand out
from the rest.
However our students
are not required to take
the university selectivity
entry exams like
Spanish school students
Our students form part of the
Hispano Británico family with
students returning to see us
after they have graduated or
sometimes even after they
have completed their doctorates. Former students have
their children at the school and
even work at the school. h
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Monitoring progress -------------------------------------------------------------------------

The school calendar, school day & dress code -----------------------------------------

Monitoring progress is a key part
in ensuring the successes of our
students. Students' reading is
monitored from the age of 4
whilst older students doing GCSE
and A levels are monitored on all
subjects on a weekly basis.
Reports are issued at 3.30 on the
last day of each term by the form
tutor who is also available at that
time for further discussion. The
report includes individual subject comments with test results,
effort grade, an overall tutor's
comment, number of days late

The school Calendar:
Although the school follows the
British curriculum it is required
to adhere to the Spanish school
calendar year. In practice this
means that the school is open
for 175 days a year having a
long summer break which is
nearly three months long and
two shorter breaks for Christmas and Easter. There are no
half term breaks although
there is a week break for Carnival which is normally in February. The school year normally

and number of days absent.
Throughout the term teachers
are available to discuss student's
progress. Teachers may also contact parents directly if they feel
that there is a problem or they
would like to discuss a pupil's
work. Students may also be
placed on a daily report at the
discretion of the teachers.
If any parent has any concerns the
school encourages them to raise
these with the teachers at the
time. However concerns can also
be raised with other members

of staff if parents prefer; such as
a deputy head or with the staff at
the administration office. The
director is generally available to
meet with parents in the afternoon or by prior appointment.
Students are asked to adhere to
the school rules and may be
placed on a disciplinary report
after a misdemeanour. The management reserves the right to
exclude students if their behaviour falls below the standard that
is expected. h

starts the second week of September and ends at the end of
June.
There are normally 9 holidays
throughout the year including
local, Canarian and national
bank holidays.
The School day:
The basic school day starts at
9.25 in the morning and finishes
at 3.30 in the afternoon. Morning
break is from 11.30am until
11.50am and the lunch break is
an hour between 1pm until
2.10pm depending on age. The
rest of the day is divided into
seven lessons of 40 minutes. The
subjects taught at each teaching
level are distributed amongst the
35 lessons each week according
to our curriculum and lesson
plan.
Senior students are expected to
start some lessons at 8.45am and
may finish at 4.15 pm depending
on their timetable. Timetables for
senior students will vary according to the subjects they choose.

The school believes in
developing individuals
with their own
personality and style

Dress Code:
The school believes in developing individuals with their own
personality and style. The
school does not have a uniform
and students come in their own
clothes. However, students
must be presentable and
clothes should not contain any
offensive slogans or be inappropriate for the school day.
Very short dresses or showing
underwear is not allowed. On
days that pupils have P.E., they
should wear, or bring with
them, suitable sports shoes.
They may also bring a change of
clothing although there is no
compulsory P.E. kit. h
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The curriculum --------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

In general the school follows
the British National Curriculum
with Spanish Language being
taught from the age of 3, German and Chinese being taught
from the age of 6. These languages are continued through
to the end of GCSE years. The
schools curriculum does not
include UK based Geography as
this is a syllabus which would
not be relevant to many of the
students within the school.
Instead the school teaches Environmental Management which
has a strong world Geography
component to it.

award body offering many
types of different academic and
vocational qualifications. It was
formed by the University of London Examinations & Assessment Council (ULEAC), one of
the major exam boards for
GCSEs and A levels in the UK
and the Business & Technology
Education Council (BTEC). Each
year they provide some 8 million exam scrip's to over 85
countries worldwide.
The school also works in partnership with the GoetheInstitut. The Goethe-Institut is
the Federal Republic of Germany’s worldwide cultural
institution. It promotes the
study of German abroad and
encourages international cultural exchange. The school is
part of the network of GoetheInstituts, language learning centres and provides a range of
Goethe-Institut exams. h

We believe it is the
obligation of a school to
give students a solid basic
education in all subjects
Students are expected to take
14 subjects at GCSE level
although some students will
take up to the equivalent of 17

GCSE exams
depending on
t h e i r a b i l i t y.
This is far in
excess of the 7
to 10 subjects
that are norm a l l y u n d e rtaken in Britain
giving our students a much
w i d e r b a c kground in languages, Information Technology and Sciences
than would be expected from a
standard school. From 11 years
of age the timetable is
extended to allow for the extra
lesson time.
We believe it is the obligation of
a school to give students a solid
basic education in all subjects.
The school works with two different examining boards which have
been chosen for their various
merits in different subject areas.
The two examining boards are:

University of Cambridge International Examinations (CIE):
This is probably the best recognised UK examining board. It
has been working with education institutions around the
world for the past 150 years. It
provides well recognised high
quality education around the
globe and its exams have even
been adopted as state exam is
some jurisdictions. They offer a
broad range of internationally
recognised qualifications which
are designed to develop successful students worldwide.
Edexcel is the UK´s largest

The curriculum at a glance
Subject

FR* KS1 KS2 KS3 KS4 KS5

Maths

P P P P P P
P P P
P P P P P P

English Literature
English Language
Science (Biology,
Chemistry & Physics)
ICT
Spanish
German
Environmental Management
Chinese

P P P P
P P P P P
P P P P
P P
P P P P

P
P
P
P

Humanities & History

P P P P

Art

P P P P P P
P P P P P P
P
P

PE
Psychology
Food & Nutrition
*

P P P P P

Foundation / Reception
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Facilities ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------lab technician on hand to assist
students with work or any other
problems they may have.
Information, Communication
and Technology:
A good understanding of information technology is indispensable in today's world. The school
prides itself on the depth and
breadth of the knowledge it provides to its students through the
DiDA and advanced courses. The
school has two fully equipped
computer suites. The main computer suite is equipped with 16
computers allowing all students
to gain hands on experience
Science:
Science is a core part of the curriculum within any school. To be
effective, teaching should
include a mix of theoretical and
practical studies. The school has
4 different science laboratories
to ensure that students have all
the practical facilities they
require throughout their tuition.
At GCSE and advanced level the

school has separate fully
equipped Chemistry, Biology,
and Physics Laboratories. For
junior level students the school
has its own general purpose science Laboratory specifically
designed and prepared for general science classes.
The equipment used is the same
as students would use in Britain.
As well as the teacher there is a

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

using the latest Office and Multimedia software. There is also a
second computer suite for cross

curricular activities. Both suites
have a projector and interactive capabilities. In addition to
the ICT teacher the school has a
IT technician.
Library:
A library is at the heart of any
good learning institution. It is a
place where students can
absorb knowledge in a quiet
and relaxed environment. It is
indispensable for the learning
experience as anyone who has
been to university will know.

The school has 2 fully stocked
librarys and employs an excellent librarian who is on hand to
assist students. The library is
sound proofed and air conditioned and can be used as for
most of the exams and as a
study room for Sixth Form students.
Art and Design:
Art & Design are as relevant
today as they ever have been.
Young people use art as a safe
form of expression, communi-

Back

Home

Next

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------cation and exploration. It provides them with cultural and historical understanding of the
world they live in. It also helps
develop their imagination and
balances their whole educational experience. At the school
we understand the importance
of art and have a fully equipped
art and photographic studio
where students can develop
their abilities through to
advanced level. Here are some
artworks made in our studio.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sport:
The school regards sport as an
integral part of a student's education. Not only does sport
help develop team work and
social skills but it also provides
a break from the demands of
our academic program. We are
committed to encouraging and
nurturing sporting achievement and believe that this is
essential in developing our student's talents.
Over the years we have developed
some of the most comprehensive sports facilities to be found
on the island. These are available to all students to use.
Extracurricular sports activities
are also provided on site.

The school has a sports coordinator to ensure that all the student's needs are met.
Food and dining facilities:
The belly rules the mind is a
Spanish Proverb. The brain
works better when it's well fed
and to ensure our students
have enough nourishment to
keep them going the school has
Dining Room facilities which
offer a three-course meal every
day. Meals are prepared on the
premises by our kitchen staff.

Copies of the menu are available from staff in the office and
students are free to make use
of the facilities on an ad-hoc
basis. All school meals and
snacks are to be paid for in addition to the standard fees, however students are free to bring
their own packed lunch. Any student wishing to have lunch
must let the office staff know
before 10 am so that the
kitchen can be informed.
The school also offers a sandwich and baguette service for
students. Again these must be
ordered at the office by 10 am
that day and can be picked up at
the school tuck shop. The
school tuck shop is open during
break times and also carries a
range of drinks and snacks.
Students are split depending
on age and in general the
smaller children will not be
mixed with older ones. Young
children are always supervised
whether they bring a packed

lunch or use the dining room.
Infants are also required to
bring a snack (which should not
include chocolate or sweets or
contain glass bottles) to be
eaten mid morning to help
them through the day.
Young children are
always supervised
whether they bring a
packed lunch or use the
dining room
School buses:
There is a school bus service
which runs between Playa
Blanca and the school. This service uses a reputable local bus
company. The cost of the bus
depends on the number of students that use the service. For
further details on these please
contact the administration
office. h
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Security and safety ---------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------

Academic Success -----------------------------------------

The security of students in our
care is a high priority to the
school. Students are supervised from 9 am until their last
class. However the school has
extensive grounds which cannot be covered by
staff at all times.
Older students are
allowed a greater
degree of freedom
within the premises
although are not
allowed to leave the
school grounds without permission or
good reason.
The school does not
tolerate bullying in
any form. The schools
ethos is to promote excellence
in all aspects of a child's behaviour. This includes in their relationships with other students.
Any suspected incidents of bullying should be reported to a
member of staff so that they
can be dealt with promptly.

cessed when receiving and processing applications for pupil
places. The school may share
this data with other schools
where this may be required (for
instance in respect of previous
academic history etc) and or relevant authorities. However
pupils and parents may rest
assured that all the information
we keep is kept securely and
confidentially and will not be
disclosed to non related third
parties without their permission.
Individuals are entitled to
request a copy of all the data we
hold on them or ask that data
be deleted or rectified if this
was appropriate. The school
may hold data for several years
after a student has left for historical purposes and as this data
is also sometimes requested by
pupils themselves after they
have left the school. h

When looking at results it is
quite hard to make comparisons. The Upper Sixth form is
normally composed of some 14
to 16 students. Due to its small
size and as the school is non
selective there can be a wide
range of results within each
year and between years. However, in general we expect most
of our students to obtain a
place in one of their chosen universities. We also have great
experience in helping students
through clearing if they have
obtained worse results than
expected. Generally all of our
Upper Sixth Form will go on to
university.

Although the school will
endeavour to ensure the safety
of all its student's accidents
may still happen. Many of the
staff supervising sports and
play activities and within the

office have passed emergency
first aid courses. The school
also has an accident insurance
policy in place to ensure that
any students that are hurt can
be seen promptly by qualified
medical staff at the nearby private hospital. We also ask that

all parents keep their contact
details up to date should they
need to be contacted in case of
illness or emergency.
During school hours only students, staff and other authorised
persons are allowed
within the school premises. Any person from
outside the school is
required report to the
administration office.
Visitors must sign in at
the administration
office and carry a
badge identifying them
as such.
The school also has an
extensive security camera system that covers
most of its grounds.
Data protection:
The school is registered with
the Spanish data protection
agency for the purposes of
ensuring lawful processing of
data of individuals. For parents
and pupils personal data is pro-

We have had students in
Oxford, Cambridge and
Imperial College London
Our brightest students will normally go on to study at the best
universities in the UK. We have

had students in Oxford, Cambridge and Imperial College London which are amongst the
best universities in Europe. We
have also placed students in
the London School of Economics (LSE) and University College
London (UCL) which are also
very highly regarded universities and again are amongst the
best in Europe. In short for our
bright students the sky is the
limit.
However we don't only work
with the brightest of students.
Some of our greatest successes
have been with less academic
students who might have not
even considered that they may
be able to achieve a university
place. It is with these students
that we have worked the hardest to bring them up to a standard in which University is no
longer pipe dream but an actual
reality. Some of these students
have gone on to achieve great
things and this is why we go on
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Our students ------------------------------------------------

believing in them and willing
each student to succeed. We
may be a fee paying school but
there is no greater satisfaction
than seeing one of these pupils
returning to see us with a
degree, masters or even doctorate to their name. At the Hispano Británico we do believe
that “Somewhere over the rainbow, dreams can come true”. h

1986 was the first year that one
o f o u r st u d e nt s re a c h e d
Oxford. Since then there have
been many outstanding
achievements by our students.
In 2000 one of our students, a
girl of 16 passed 6 A levels and
went on to become possibly
the youngest person ever to
graduate as a veterinary surgeon.
In 2003 the school was featured
in the Times Educational Sup-

plement for the outstanding
achievement of two of our students, one of whom, Rachael
Faye Hill became the youngest
student ever to graduate as a
Doctor in medicine in Britain.
The following quote is from the
article in the daily mail:
“…she attended the Englishspeaking Colegio Hispano
Británico, where teachers
recognised her potential and
allowed her to skip school
years. 'I started school at the
normal age, but then jumped
classes as they put more
emphasis on ability than age,'
said Rachael. As a result, she
ended up sitting her GCSEs at
13 and, to the envy of teenagers
across the land, completed her
A-levels – and secondary school
education – at just 15.”
For the full article see:
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/hea
lth/article-1290155/Britainsyoungest-doctor-On-wards-just21.html#ixzz1JK5U7Jph

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------During the last ten years, thirty
four different students have
received a total of 35 national
awards and nine world awards
in education.
In 2015 five students obtain the

highest overall GCSE results in
the world and we received a letter from the queen Elizabeth
and also from the Minister of
State for schools congratuling
the students and school. h
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History and background ---------------------------------

Legal background -----------------------------------------

The history of foreign schools in
Lanzarote began in 1965 when
Mr Paul Perry decided to construct, in true American fashion
the group of buildings that eventually comprised the original
Colegio Hispano Británico
School. This school was
founded as a branch of the
American school in Las Palmas
and was designed to take
boarders. It failed in February
1967 through lack of support. It
was reopened in 1969 by the
same American owners with
Mr J. McDonald as headmaster
and closed finally in June 1971.
Almost at the same time in
1965 a Canadian mission under
the directorship of Mr. & Mrs.
Geake opened a missionary
School in Tahiche. This project
was abandoned in 1972 on the
departure of the Geakes.
The responsibility of running a
foreign school was then taken
over by Mrs. Kohler in La Tegala,
Los Fariones, who started a

In 1976 the Spanish Government
became concerned about the control of foreign schools in Spain and
invited all interested parties to submit ideas on the new laws with
respect to such schools. Mr A
Powell of the Runnymeade College in Madrid contacted all the
British Schools in Spain and an
association was formed to officially present our case before the
Spanish Government. This “National Association of British
Schools in Spain” (NABSS) continues to work vigorously to maintain
and improve the high standards of
British education in Spain.
The result of this consultation was
the Royal Degree of 12th May
1978, which stipulates the basic
regulations for foreign schools.
The Decree allowed for two different types of school; those being
purely foreign in their pupil content with no participation of Spanish children, and those defined as
mixed schools, such as ourselves,
providing bilingual education for

small school in 1973 which ran
very successfully until the summer of 1975, when it closed
due to the burdens of management imposed on Mrs. Kohler.
It was at this time that Mr.
Deign decided to start what
was hoped would become a
large and renowned private
school in the best international
traditions. The school was
started with just 3 teachers and
thirty children in the first year,
but in September 1976
received added impetus with
the arrival of Mr. & Mrs Alvarez
from Tenerife to be responsible
for running of the kindergarten
at the same premises. Mr &
Mrs Alvarez gave up their interest in the kindergarten in 1980
at which time the responsibility
for the whole school was taken
over by Mr. Deign.
The original school buildings
have been expanded over the
years to form the current
school. h

40 years have passed since then

both Spanish and foreign children
alike. Naturally the regulations for
such schools are very stringent
and of all the foreign schools in
Spain, only 8 schools originally
applied for the English and Spanish authorisation.
The school received authorisation
under the degree on 30th May
1979 to give tuition under both
the English and Spanish systems.
The school can provide education
to children from 3 to 18 years of
age. Under the decree the school
is responsible to inspectors both
from the United Kingdom and
Spain. A full report made by the
British inspectors is translated
and forwarded to the Spanish
ministry of education which is our
ultimate authority.
The school is a recognised centre
for the Universities of Cambridge
(CIE) and London Edexcel examination boards and offers GCSE, IGCSE,
AS and A levels. It is also a centre
for Open University exams and university admissions UCAS. h
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Frequently asked questions ---------------------------What do the fees cover?
The school is completely independent and does not receive
any government or other subsidies. Most of the fees go on paying our staff which are our main
asset. The school also provides
all the materials students
require such as books and
paper. Additionally fees at GCSE
Level include exam fees.
Are there any additional cost
on top of fees?
In general there are no additional costs on top of the school
fees. We believe in a transparent fee structure were parents
know what they will pay at the
begging without any hidden
extras. The only additional
costs could be for transport and
school lunches in our dining
room if required. A Level students will be required to cover
their exam costs.
Are there any pre selection
exams or entry requirements?
No. In general we do not have

any pre entry requirements as
long students above 6 years of
age have a reasonable command of English language, however we do reserve the right not
to admit or even to exclude students. There are certain circumstances in which students
will not be suitable for this
school. The school does not
have the facilities or qualified
staff to deal with children with
special needs. Such children
would require specialised care
that would be outside our capabilities.
Is there a deadline for registration?
We will always welcome new
admissions to the school as
long as we have a place. There
is no admission deadline. We
understand that many parents
work in the tourist trade and
may need to move at short
notice. Although most new
starters will join the school at
the beginning of an academic

Visiting the school ----year there are a few students
that will join or leave half way
through a year or even term.
How can I secure a place?
By contacting the administration office and booking an
appointment to see the school.
As long as places are available
they can be secured by completing our registration form
and paying the deposit. Deposits are deducted from the first
terms fees.
Can I join the school for a few
months?
Yes we will accept students
who are staying on the Island
for limited periods and fees will
be calculated accordingly. However this will depend on
whether we have places available and if they can join without disrupting the class.
Can I take exams as an external
candidate?
Yes we do accept external candidates into our exams, however the only subjects available

are those which are taught at
the school and which we
already have students sitting
exams. Exam fees will be higher
for external candidates.
How much are the exam fees?
The exam fees are calculated
each year depending on the

fees that each examining board
charges the school and taking
into account the additional cost
we incur such as couriers and
invigilation. You should allow a
minimum of 150 Euros per
exam but please ask the school
for an up to date price list. h

The school lies in 15 acres of
land between Tias and Puerto
Del Carmen and has panoramic
views of the sea and surrounding countryside. The best way
to appreciate the facilities and
atmosphere the school offers is
by visiting the school. Staff at
the school will be happy to
show parents round the facilities and provide further information. However please note
that although we will try to see
parents at short notice we will
not be able to show them the
school unless they have a prior
appointment.
All correspondence should be
address to:

Colegio Hispano Británico
Camino Mosegue, 2
Tías (Lanzarote) 35572
Spain
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